
September 17, 2012 
Black Road Backfire 
 
Kevin Dauphinais back in town. Bad things happen when that Toy Story shows 
up. Things just go sideways and bad. He hangs with a Black Road Medicine 
Man, John Chaske, and he practices snake medicine against his enemies. But 
lately, it seems to be backfiring.  
 
The BIA has taken over the Tribal Social Services. The Tribe knew this was 
coming and that everyone working in Tribal Social Services were going to be fired 
and replaced by people who actually know what the job is about.  
 
Just before this takeover was announced on Friday, Tribal Council, in a phantom 
meeting, bestowed upon Mark Little Owl, an unprecedented four-year contract, 
which means that when he is fired, he is paid, four years of money, benefits, and 
all that that entails.  
 
I say "Phantom Meeting" because only in full meetings can Tribal Council pass 
resolutions. No one has seen Tribal Council in one place in weeks. People have 
been lined up at the Blue Building waiting for any ONE of the Tribal Council to 
show up and conduct business, but they are nowhere. They hide. I suspect they 
all have their own rock and have crawled under it, to hide with the worms and the 
bugs and the slugs. 
 
No meeting was announced and the minutes of that phantom meeting have 
never been taken. But, suddenly, mere hours before the BIA takes over the Tribal 
Social Services, they hand over a golden contract, and then also, in that same 
phantom meeting pass a resolution 'ceding' that same department over to the 
BIA.  
 
Any questions on the corruption of the Tribal Council and the Director of the 
Tribal Social Services? Anyone? Me neither.  
 
Frying Pan to Fire 
 
So, now the BIA boldly steps in. Let's see what they do and how they do it. They 
have been content, for years and years, despite their own reports showing 
numerous dangerous and possibly fraudulent 'deficiencies' in how the Tribe was 
handling Social Services, only commenting that previously noted 'deficiencies' 
(code for children in danger and money disappearing and we really have no 
paperwork to show us where anything is being done), is now forced, mostly 
because public pressure has brought the media focus, and the focus of 
Governor, Senators and the Office of Thomas Sullivan, ACF in Colorado, Region 
VIII, relentlessly pushing for them to actually do their job at his insistence that 
children have been and remain in danger.  
 
With three dead children in the past 18 months to back up the term "dangerous", 



Restless Spirit: The Blog 17 September 2012 
Page 2 of 4 

and the horrendous reality that there are children actually placed in homes with 
known pedophiles, it is only a matter of time before those horrors, or greater 
horrors and more dead babies, prove the point.  
 
And still, Federal Agencies, including the FBI, are trying to intimidate people into 
thinking Thomas Sullivan is under investigation.  You have to wonder whose side 
the FBI is on, when they do that. Or, you realize whose side they have always 
been on, and it sucks the breath right out of your chest.  The FBI instead of 
investigating the crimes against the children, pursue and try to silence those who 
speak of such crimes in Indian Country. Yeah, I know.  
 
So now, the BIA, which when it was forced to look at the situation after practicing 
years of willful blindness, moved very swiftly-- not to rescue the children-- but to 
retaliate and threaten those who blew the whistle on the urgency of the situation, 
is forced to now take over that situation.  
 
To this day, children are being placed in dangerous situations. To this day, 
children have not been removed from homes with up to three pedophiles living in 
them.  To this day, children who now rape each other, act out sexually towards 
their peers, their siblings, have not been removed from the homes where these 
acts were practiced on them. To. This. Day.  
 
The BIA has been lacking, slow, and vindictive. Let's see if they can now, placed 
in that snake pit that they enabled for years, actually do anything to protect those 
children? Or will they continue only in practicing covering their own asses, 
silencing the Foster Parents, the Doctors and the professionals who have issued 
mandated reports and submitted documents to back up, in full, their complaints.  
 
I for one, have no faith in the BIA.  Their Strike Force was present on the rez for 
over two weeks, and yet, they did not realize that there was no hospital there. 
They could not figure out why the women leave the rez and go to Devils Lake 
Mercy Hospital to have their babies.   
 
When that question was put to Betty Jo Krenz, she asked a question of her own: 
"What would you have them do? Go out behind their houses and squat?"  
 
Two Weeks, Strike Force, Clueless. That is the BIA and how it 'functions'. I have 
no faith.  
 
When Yvette Rubidoux moved to retaliate against Dr. Tilus, and in so doing, 
caused great harm to his patients, I lost any faith in her office being any better 
than Aberdeen. It seems to me that the BIA has some sweet deal going on, and 
they don't want anyone to rock their boat. Whatever this deal is, however long it 
has been going on, it has to stop.  
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People like Dr. Tilus, like Thomas Sullivan, like Betty Jo Krenz, all made reports 
to them as the Government in charge, and they not only ignored the reports, not 
only allowed children to be murdered, die of neglect, but they turned their guns 
on those who were trying to get help for those children.   
 
Now, they are 'taking it over'. I really don't think we can all rest assured that 
things will improve. I think we must be even more vigilant and not accept until we 
have proof, that all these children are safe, being cared for, and no, I won't "take 
the BIA's word for it' any more than I would take Weenie Worm's word for it.  
 
Until there are criminal indictments of those who have been involved in the 
corruption, not only in that department, but the entire Tribal Council, and all their 
political and agency cronies, not only are the children on the rez not safe-- no 
one's child is safe. On or off the rez, no child is safe-- especially if you think the 
State or Federal government is taking care of things now.  
 
The Tribal Council and Social Services felt pretty confident in giving Mark Little 
Owl a Four Year Contract just hours before handing over the department to the 
Feds.  Why? 'Friends in high places', that's why.  
 
Dancing on The Dark of The Moon 
 
Alex Yankton dropped dead Saturday night, Sunday morning. He was drunk (as 
usual) and dancing at his daughter's wedding, when he choked on a piece of 
meat and dropped dead. His family, will of course, mourn him. He was  every bit 
as much a raving pervert and bully as his brothers and sisters.  
 
But, on the upside, the family can sue the casino and get a whole ton of money 
because with family and friends running it, the Insurance Company will be glad to 
pay it out. Everyone will side with the family.  They will get a huge lump sum, 
everyone will buy more drugs than they ever bought before and that will probably 
be the end of that branch of the House of Greywater. (His mother's name is 
Greywater).  Just a thought.  
 
Bet he had that really surprised look on his face. I wonder if he really choked on a 
piece of meat, or a chicken bone, reports vary, or if it was Eddie Peltier, stopping 
in to say hello.  My money is on Eddie. Why? Because that weird man that has 
shown up at the casino a few times; that dark haired, greasy, pale white man in 
dark glasses and all in black, the one who smells like he came from under the 
ground or the bottom of the lake and who shows up at the casino with a list of 
names, and then disappears from surveillance like smoke-- he's back. He was 
there on Wednesday. And he was calling names again.  
 
He said he would be back to collect. Souls are due. I think he is the Collector. I 
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wonder if that is who Alex saw just before he strangled and fell to the floor. We'll 
never know. But I bet Eddie's having a few words with him. You know, "Old 
Friends" and talk of murders.  
 
It's not over. The Black Road is Back Firing on those who walk it. Time is running 
out. The Collector is checking off names on that list he carries.  
 
Getting It 
 
Chuck Haga at the Fargo Forum, if he keeps writing pieces like "These Are the 
Boogeymen" I might have to recommend you go and subscribe to that paper for 
the next year or two. Well worth a read. If you live in North Dakota, you need to 
read that article. If you want to understand how dangerous the Rez is for little 
children, you have to read that article.  
 
I say 'subscribe' because this is just the beginning and I have a feeling that Haga 
will be riding that horse for a very long time, and we need to continue to stay 
informed and know where to go to get the information.  
 
That and The New York Times, articles so far, by Timothy Williams, have been 
breath taking. I know there is more to come from both the National and the 
Regional Papers. This is not going away.  
 
People are beginning to learn the horrors of what children have endured for 
decades out there, and that those horrors continue to this day. Now when you 
see a broken spirit, you have a better idea of how that happened. They weren't 
weak, they didn't fail, they just cried for help and no one came for them. Now, as 
we see this unfold, we are getting it.  
 
Maybe, if we act together, and push for changes, demand rescue and 
accountability, investigations and indictments, maybe then we can start to fix this. 
We are getting it now. It's starting to make sense. We can understand better. 
People weren't born broken. They weren't born to be addicts, drunks, violent. It 
was done to them. It is still being done to them. This is our beginning. We can 
make the changes that will affect a generation now, and help to heal them and 
ourselves, and make the coming generations more safe, secure, healthy and 
productive. We are beginning to become more Human when we realize this is 
ours to do, not them, not theirs, ours. All of us.  
 
You know where to find me. 
 
~Cat 


